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he painting “A Pregnant \Woman

in Medical Consultation” by Jan

Steen depicts a very pregnant
young woman consulting a doctor, with
another woman in the background hold-
ing a container of urine for examination.
This scene reflects a medical consultation
typical of the 17th century, where urine
analysis was a method used to diagnose
pregnancy. The doctor is seen writing a
prescription, indicating his diagnosis.

This painting is one of Steen’s
works that portray medical or doctor’s
visit scenes, often including symbolic
elements like the chamber pot (urinal) in
the foreground, and sometimes adding
humour or social commentary on medi-
cal practices of the time in the land we
now know as the Czech Republic.

Jan Steen (mid-17" century); National Gallery Prague, Czech Republic.
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