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ohn Edward Poynter's painting “A
Visit to Aesculapius” beautifully
captures a moment of delicate
care and mythological symbolism. The

artwork eloquently portrays Aesculapius,
the god of healing, in a tender act of com-
passion as he attends to Venus, the god-
dess of love, highlighting the intersection

between pain and healing, vulnerability
and divine beauty.

The composition skillfully balances
grace and intimacy: Venus's serene yet
slightly pained expression contrasts
with Aesculapius’'s focused and gentle
demeanour, invoking a sense of trust
and quiet devotion. The careful rendering
of Aesculapius, draped in soft, classi-
cal robes, reflects Poynter's mastery
in conveying human emotion through
mythological themes.

The painting’s subtle use of light
enhances the sensory experience, illu-
minating the tender touch of Aesculapius

A Visit to Aesculapius, Sir John Edward Poynter (1880); The Tate Gallery, London, UK.
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and drawing the viewer's eye to the cen-
tral act of healing. This interplay of light
and shadow emphasises the symbolic
nature of the moment — a reminder that
even gods experience vulnerability and
require care.

Overall, Poynter’s work transcends
a simple mythological scene; it invokes
reflection on the healing power of love
and empathy. The painting stands as a
testament to the timeless human need
for kindness and the profound connec-
tion between the healer and the patient.
(In Greek, Aesculapius is known as
Asclepius.)
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