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A
ndreas Vesalius (1514–1564) 

was a Renaissance physician 

and anatomist often regarded as 

the founder of modern human anatomy. 

Born in Brussels, he revolutionised the 

study of biology and medicine through 

his detailed, �rst-hand dissections of 

the human body and his comprehensive 

anatomical texts. 

His most famous work, De Humani 

Corporis Fabrica Libri Septem (On the 

Fabric of the Human Body in Seven 

Books), published in 1543, provided the 

�rst accurate and systematic descrip -

tion of human anatomy based on direct 

observation rather than reliance on 

ancient texts like those of Galen, whose 

errors Vesalius corrected. 

Vesalius also made signi�cant 

contributions to understanding the mus -

cular, vascular and nervous systems. 

He described the structure and function 

of muscles with detailed illustrations, 

identi�ed the mitral valve, and clari�ed 

nerve functions, emphasising the brain 

as the centre of sensation and motion 

rather than the heart. 

His work laid the foundation 

for modern anatomy, encouraging 

empirical observation and dissection. 

He promoted 'parallel dissections' of 

human and animal bodies to highlight 

anatomical differences and urged stu-

dents to verify �ndings independently. 

Vesalius' in�uence extended beyond 

medicine into the arts and sciences, 

inspiring anatomical illustration and 

comparative anatomy. 

Andreas Vesalius is celebrated 

for transforming anatomy into an 

empirical science through direct human 

dissection, correcting long-standing 

misconceptions, and producing the �rst 

detailed, illustrated anatomy textbook 

that remains a cornerstone in medical 

history. 


