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ietro Longhi (1702-1785) was a

Venetian Rococo (post-Renais-

sance, post-Baroque)  painter
renowned for his intimate and detailed
genre scenes that

capture the everyday life of 18th century

(ordinary people)

Venice. Unlike many of his contemporaries,
who pursued grand historical or religious
themes, Longhi specialised in small-scale
canvases depicting the private and social
lives of the Venetian bourgeoisie and
aristocracy. His works are characterised
by a keen observation of social manners,
subtle humour, and a gentle, non-critical
portrayal of his subjects.

“The Pharmacist” (1752) offers a
vivid and realistic glimpse into an 18th-
century Venetian apothecary shop. The
scene centres on a pharmacist examin-
ing a bourgeois woman's tooth, likely
addressing her toothache, while other
figures —including an elderly man writing a
prescription and a boy preparing medicine
— populate the space. Longhi’s meticulous
attention to detail is evident in the accurate
depiction of the shop's furnishings, includ-
ing large majolica (ltalian Renaissance)
jars containing herbs and medicines, and
even a small painting within the furniture
identified as Antonio Balestra’'s “Nativity".
This precision reflects Longhi's dedica-
tion to faithfully portraying contemporary
Venetian life and interiors.

Pietro Longhi (1702-1785); Galleria dell'Accademia, Venice.

The painting is notable for its calm,
observational quality, devoid of moral
judgment or satire, which distinguishes
Longhi from other genre painters like
Hogarth. Instead, Longhi offers an
approving and affectionate portrayal of
his subjects, emphasising the dignity and

routine of their daily activities. This work
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stands as a testament to Longhi’'s skill
in rendering the textures, fashions and
atmospheres of mid-18th century Venice
with both accuracy and warmth, making
“The Pharmacist” a valuable cultural and
artistic record of its era.
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