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The Anatomy Lesson of Dr Nicolaes Tulp (1632)

Rembrandt  (1606–1669); Mauritshuis, The Hague, Netherlands. Wikimedia Commons. In the public domain

R embrant created this work in 
1632 at the age of 25, soon after 
he arrived in Amsterdam. The 

work was commissioned by the Guild of 
Surgeons of Amsterdam; Nicholaes Tulp 

Medicine, History and Art (22)
Physicians and Surgeons

was the surgeon and leading anatomist . 
The characters in the painting paid 

a sum of money to be included in the 
scene. The corpse was that of Aris Kindt, 
who was executed for armed robbery. 

Rembrant achieved great fame 
after doing this painting. The Anatomy 
Lesson of Dr. Nicolaes Tulp is now kept 
in the Mauritshuis, an art museum in  
The Hague.


