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A barber-surgeon in France in the 16th 
century, Ambroise Paré was a distin-
guished doctor and rose to great fame. 

He served four French kings and participated 
first hand in the treatment of wounded soldiers 
in the battlefield.

With his keen observation and clinical 
methods, he improved wound disinfection 
and healing. He perfected the use of ligation 
of blood vessels during surgery and invented 
surgical instruments and prostheses. Paré also 
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Portrait of Ambroise Paré. Engraving by William Holl (1807–
1871), published by Charles Knight. Courtesy of the Smithsonian 
Libraries and Archives. License CC0.

From the book: La ciencia y sus hombres : vidas de los sabios 
ilustres desde la antigüedad hasta el siglo XIX T. 2 [Science and 
its men: lives of the illustrious sages from antiquity to the 19th 
century, Vol 2] by Louis Figuier (1819–1894); Casabó y Pagés, 
Pelegrín, n. 1831. Published in Barcelona by D. Jaime Seix, 
editor, 1879 (Imprenta de Baseda y Giró). In the public domain.

Ambroise Paré performing a leg amputation of a wounded soldier in the field of battle.

brought important innovations to surgical pro-
cedures, especially in obstetrics. He published 
many books and is considered one of the 
greatest doctors of all times. 

“There are five duties of surgery: to 
remove what is superfluous, to restore what 
has been dislocated, to separate what has 
grown together, to reunite what has been 
divided, and to redress the defects of nature.” 
— Ambroise Paré


