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A surgeon removes a plaster from 
a man’s back while people watch 
with interest. The apprentice 

(rightmost) is preparing new dressings.
The people are ordinary countryfolks. 

The “clinic” bears some resemblance to 
modern-day medical offices, with jars of 
medication on the rack and surgical instru-
ments hung in an orderly manner.

Past articles in this series can 
be seen on the website under 
“Specialty Index”.

Medicine, History and Art (19)
Over the door is a red-chalk drawing 

of the goddess Fortuna, representing good 
luck and fortune to the clients of the clinic.

The painting is attributed to Adriaen 
Rombouts, a Flemish painter who was 
active in Brussels in the middle of the 
17th century. He is known for his indoor 
scenes of peasants engaging in everyday 
life activities such as eating and drinking.

Source: Wellcome Collection.


