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errit van Honthorst was a prolific

painter famous for painting

portraits. He was also known
as Gerard of the Nights (Gherardo delle
Notti) because of his frequent use of night
scenes and artificial lighting. He painted
with great clarity,
elegance. Using a Caravaggesque (after
Italian painter, Caravaggio) language, light
was dramatically distributed to create the
atmosphere of the scene. Here the artist

smoothness and

gives us an opportunity to observe closely
a variety of facial expressions, from the
pain of the patient to the confidence of
the dentist and the intent interest of the
bystanders.

Past articles in this series can
be seen on the website under
“Specialty Index”.

TheTooth Puller by Gerrit van Honthorst (1590-1656).
Credit: RMN-Grand Palais (Musée du Louvre) / Stéphane Maréchalle / IC photo
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