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Medicine, History and Art (16)

Removing the Stone of Folly

I n the middle ages, madness 

was believed to be caused by 

the growth or presence of a 

stone in the brain. The treatment 

was to have the stone removed.
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Past articles in this series can 
be seen on the website under 
“Specialty Index”.

In this painting, the quack 

surgeon performs a craniotomy, 

claiming that the stone of folly has 

been removed from the patient.


