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Medicine, History and Art (15)

Foot Operation

In 1651, Teniers moved to 

Brussels where Archduke 

Leopold became his main 

employer. The Archduke had 

assembled a famous collection 

of paintings, which became the 

nucleus of the Kunsthistorisches 

Foot Operation, 1663
David Teniers the 

Younger, 1610–1690

Museum in Vienna. Teniers' pic-

ture gallery paintings were based 

on this collection.

The humble shop and 

the lack of hygiene measures 

depicted in this painting barely 

resemble modern-day surgical 

clinics. However, it was the best 

that surgeons could offer in those 

days.
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