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The Surgeon, 1670, David Teniers the Younger
Chrysler Museum, Norfolk, Virginia

avid Teniers was the
most famous 17™"-century
painter of peasant life. He
enjoyed international popularity in
his own lifetime and during the
18th century, especially in France.

Teniers was born in Antwerp
and trained by his father, David
Teniers the Elder, and his father
in-law, Jan Brueghel.

By 1649, he was probably
already working for the King of
Spain, as well as for Prince William
of Orange and the Governor of
the Netherlands, the Archduke
Leopold William.

This picture shows vividly the
daily activities in a barber-surgeon
shop. The patient is in pain and
a little frightened. The Surgeon
works with concentration lancing
an abscess while an apprentice
watches intently to learn the skill.
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