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Barber-Surgeons

T he image shows a shop 
in medieval times where 
Barber-Surgeons carried out 

their work.
Housed under the same roof, 

the child on the left is having his 
hair cut, the man on the right is 
having his beard shaved and the 
man in the middle is having a 
tooth extracted.

Barber-Surgeons
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Barbers started to perform 
surgeries because they pos-
sessed, and were skilful in using, 
knives, scissors, saws and other 
sharp instruments.

They also did blood-letting, 
which at the time was a very 
popular treatment for many ail-
ments, as well as lancing of boils, 
tooth extraction, amputations and 

dressing wounds, etc. 
They were not trained in an 

academic way, and Physicians 
considered their work debased.

The Royal College of 
Surgeons was established in the 
year 1800, three hundred years 
after the establishment of the 
Royal College of Physicians.


