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The Quack

S urgeons in medieval times 
often travelled through 
towns and rural areas, 

offering their skills to people who 
were deprived of medical care 
and often not able to access even 
basic treatment for their ailments.

They usually performed 
the work of lancing abscesses, 
suturing and cauterizing wounds, 
tooth extraction and the popular 
procedure of blood-letting.

In this picture, the Surgeon is 
trying to impress his audience to 
offer his skills. The potential client 
is bargaining while the others look 
on.

The painter, Gerrit Dou, 
created a dark background with 
clouds in the distance and trees 
at the top of the scene, thus 
allowing the figures to stand out 
markedly and their clothes to 
appear to shine.
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