
MAY 2021	 Journal of The Society of Physicians of Hong Kong  |  68

Company of Barbers and Surgeons 

T he Company of Barbers and 
Surgeons was formed in 1540 by 
an Act of Parliament in England. 

Henry VIII presented the Company 
Charter to the first Master, Thomas Vicary, 
Royal Physician and Superintendent of  
St. Bartholomew’s Hospital.

The Company of Surgeons was 
formed in 1745 and became the Royal 
College of Surgeons in 1800 (about 
300 years after the Royal College of 
Physicians).

Henry VIII and the Barber Surgeons (c1543) 

Henry VIII presents the Barber-Surgeons’ Charter to Sir Thomas Vicary, Superintendent of St Bartholomew’s 
Hospital (first on the King’s left)
Hans Holbein the Younger (Painter)

Medicine, History and Art (10)


