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n the seventeenth century, physi-

cian was already a well-established

profession. They were a respected
group with knowledge and skill, and
lived among the high society. In those
days, there were no modern laboratory
methods, and uroscopy, the examination
of a sample of urine, was a common
method of diagnosis. It was believed
that all diseases could be diagnosed by
this method. This picture by Gerrit Dou
showed a physician holding up a bottle of
urine for examination. From the way he
was dressed, and the table, vase, book,
bowl and curtain, he was certainly a well
to do man.
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The Physician (1653)

Gerrit Dou, Kunsthistorisches Museum, Vienna, Austria
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