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harles was Holy Roman Emperor

from 1519-1556. His reign was

marked by much
his Empire, and constant threat from
surrounding countries. To the west, he
fought the French King Francis | and
captured him at the Battle of Pavia (1525).
To the south, he resolved his conflict
with Pope Clement VII by sacking Rome
(1527).To the east, he halted the advance
of the Ottoman Turks under Suleyman the
Magnificent and successfully defeated
their siege of Vienna (1529). At home, he

instability in

put down several revolts, including the
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Revolt of the Comuneros (commoners)
in Castile (1520-1521) and the Revolt of
Ghent (1539) in Belgium. He also had to
suppress the rise of Martin Luther and
his associated German princes. Charles
travelled extensively in his Empire to
places where he was most needed to
deal with the problems. With his poor
health, he was exhausted toward the
end of his reign. In 1556, he abdicated
and retired to the Monastery of Yuste in
Extremadura, Castile.

The painting shows Charles V, after
his abdication, in the Monastery of Yuste.

Charles had asked to see his illegitimate
son, John of Austria, who was about 11
years old at this time. John was intro-
duced by his mentor Don Luis. Charles
sat on a specially made chair with a
footrest for his feet because he suffered
from severe gout. He made a special
provision in his Will for John. In 1571 (13
years later), John was one of the generals
who led the Hapsburgs to victory, defeat-
ing the Ottomans in the famous naval
engagement, the Battle of Lepanto.
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